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Political Socialization
The main question we want to answer here is where we get our politics. Three presenters join us, Professor Kimberley Cox, an instructor of the government, Misty Wilson-Mehrtens, the chair of Social Sciences and, Angela Thurman, the chair of Economics and Sciences.
Definition
Political socialization is a lifelong process of learning. In this process, people gain beliefs, create behaviors, think and act on how the government performs, politics and society.
Agents of Socialization
There are two ideas of primary and secondary socialization and they change over time. Primary socialization refers to attitude or values and actions through the family, things that happen in the home and, secondary socialization occurs when one moves out into the world and is impacted by the society through things like religion, social media, education, among others.
Examples of the agents of socialization are:
i) Family 
It is the most basic socialization agent because it is where one spends most time of their youth with parents and family in general. It is considered as basic because it is where one gets the basic political orientations. If your family is politically active and discusses politics often, it is most likely that one will be politically active too and vice versa. It just depends on the conversations held in the family about politics and history. 
i) Religion
It does produce a high level of conformity among congregants though not always in the same direction and not uniformly. For example, if we look at people who identify themselves as Jewish, most of them are democrats. The more actively one participates in religion, the more influence that religion will have on them.
ii) Education
Imagine how much time one spends in school and its impact it on them so the big issue is how much political knowledge you gain in the end. Here, we have contact with people outside our family, religion and other aspects too. We look at the topics covered on politics. Mostly, the knowledge depends on the curriculum of the school one is in, what topics are covered, the teachers and the level of education one is in like higher education.
iii) Regionalism
Where you grow up and what time you grow up in can affect your political outlook.
iv) Media 
We do so much communication with our peers and people all over the world on social media like on television, podcasts, radio, books, newspapers and all that. It amplifies your belief system by who you talk to, what you share, how you know it's right and, how you know it's true or not.  




[bookmark: _GoBack]Where do Americans get their news?
From 2016 to 2018, 57% watched television, 28% read news websites, 25% listened to the radio, 20% read from print newspapers and 18% got news from social media. About one in five U.S adults said they get their political news primarily from social media.
Generally, people choose to listen to what they agree on but it is important to listen from every side to get a balanced perspective and have a global perspective too.

How Does This relate to political Ideology?
How does one decide where they are on the chart politically?
i) Conservative
These believe in personal responsibility, limited governance, free markets and, individual liberty traditional, American values. It is more of self-action.
ii) Liberal
Believe in government actions with equal opportunity. There is more of government intervention.
iii) Independent
Refers to a voter who does not have long-standing loyalty.
iv) Libertarian
Here liberty is upheld as the core principle.
v) Authoritarian
This is characterized by strong central power and limited political freedoms.
Political Ideology Affects;
i) Social Issues
These are things like abortion, gay marriage, women in combat, marijuana. Should they be legal or illegal at the federal level?
ii) Domestic issues
Gang control, drug policy, unemployment, would be good examples for this.
iii) Economic issues
Examples of these are tax breaks, minimum wages and rates.
iv) Foreign policy issues
These are whether we think we should partner with other nations like Israel, what country should receive foreign aid and whether one can have an option to choose to do something.
Party Affiliation
There is a spectrum of individual beliefs and multiple dimensions. Parties are not a structure of the government. 
Party Factions
How conservative does one have to be to fit within the republican party?
Independents
Though about four in ten Americans call themselves independent, few are truly independent.
Independence is where one makes their break in election.  One has to choose at some time, the republic or democratic side.
Conclusion
Generally, people have different beliefs, attitudes, principles, doctrines, institutions and, this affects their political ideologies. The more they learn and gain more knowledge of the political world, the more they develop behaviors that enable them to become better citizens. In my opinion, as people grow politically, they should desire to be independent and have the courage to choose a side.
Are you registered?
Every vote count and the deadline are October 5th. The election day is November 3. One has to be a resident and registered. To go voting you need to carry your driver’s license and voting card. It is good to research early and decide on who you will vote four. Check out the Secretary State’s website
2020 Vision
September 22- Generational Influence: Are you X, Y or Does it really matter?
October 6- Language in Politics: Do they say what they mean?
October 27- Texas as a Swing State: Is Texas Less Predictable than we think?
November 17 - Hindsight 2020: What Just Happened? Making Sense of the election







